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in four equal parts with four grains of the bicarbonate of 
soda added. After eight to ten days he substitutes the 
arsenate of soda for the antipyrine. 

Dr. Raymond believes that there are only two effica¬ 
cious remedies—antipyrine and chloral. Acetanilide has 
been used successfully in a few cases. 

Dr. Luys uses, perhaps, the simplest treatment. Iiis 
agents are “transfert,” with rotary mirrors. 

Dr. Sevestre gives preference to antipyrine. He be¬ 
gins with sixteen to thirty-two grains daily, and increases 
to forty-eight to sixty-four daily. At the same time he 
administers arsenic, either as Fowler’s solution, six to 
twelve drops daily, or the arsenate of soda. It is neces¬ 
sary to avoid all excitement, and if convenient to isolate 
the patient. 

Dr. Ollivier advises, in the first place, massage, and is 
well satisfied with the results obtained. He prescribes 
iron, arsenic, and hydrotherapy, according to the case in 
question. 

Dr. d’Heilly insists upon hygiene, tonics, and pro¬ 
longed sleep. In mild cases he prescribes arsenic, iron, 
bitter tonics, and baths. In severe cases he thinks anti¬ 
pyrine and chloral succeed best. 

Dr. Legroux has had excellent results with antipyrine, 
and gives from thirty to sixty grains daily. In those cases 
associated with hysteria he administers the bromide of 
potassium, thirty to sixty grains daily, and the cold shower 
bath. 

Dr. Jules Simon’s plan of treatment is as follows: For 
the first few days the patient should be kept in bed, should 
be blistered along the spine, and be given aconite or 
conium; after two weeks the patient may arise, and then 
the antipyrine treatment is begun, sixteen to eighty 
grains daily for several weeks. After this, regular exer¬ 
cise, with iron, baths, etc., should be resorted to. 

W. C. K. 

THE SUBCUTANEOUS USE OF SALT SOLUTION 
IN CASES OF INSANITY. 

At a meeting of the German Psychiatric Society held 
at Karlsruhe, November 7, 1891, Dr. George Ilberg read 
a paper on this subject. He experimented with the sub¬ 
cutaneous injection of 0.75 of salt solution in cases of 
insanity, where there was persistent refusal of food and 
threatened exhaustion. 500 to 700 ccm. of this solution, 
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at a temperature of 30 to 37 0 C., was allowed to pass 
slowly into the subcutaneous connective tissue, its ab¬ 
sorption being aided by gentle massage. He believed 
in this method of administering fluid in the presence of 
symptoms of exhaustion from abstaining from food, and 
where satisfactory artificial feeding by means of the 
stomach or rectal tube is impossible. This plan was suc¬ 
cessfully applied in two cases. In others, where artificial 
feeding could be accomplished, the solution materially 
improved the depressed circulation. In those cases where 
food was not deliberately refused, the patients ate spon¬ 
taneously soon after the injection. In order to discover 
why this occurred, he subjected himself to this treatment 
after a week’s low diet. In one hour after the adminis¬ 
tration of the solution there was profouse salivation, ac¬ 
companied by a pungent and burning taste. He believes 
that the patient accepts the food in order to relieve this 
unpleasant sensation. If this method is not successful, 
the possibility of recourse to the stomach tube still re¬ 
mains (Neurologisches Centralblatt, No. 23, 1891). 

W. M. L. 
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NEW YORK NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Meeting of April 5, i8q2. 

The President, Dr. L. C. Gray, in the chair. 

ON THE PRESENT STATE OF TREATMENT 
OF CHRONIC DISEASES OF THE SPINAL 
CORD, ESPECIALLY OF TABES AND NEU¬ 
RASTHENIA. 

Dr. Leonard Weber read a paper with this title. In 
deliberating upon the prognosis in any case of chronic 
disease of the cord, the first aim should be to distinguish 
between functional and organic disease. The first de¬ 
pendent upon impalpable, the latter upon structural 
changes. In a series of disorders, in spinal neurasthenia, 
in some cases of contusion of the spine, of hysterical 
paresis and toxic paralysis, palpable tissue-changes were 



